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Ordinarily Available Provision – Zoom Update for Families 
 

Date: Monday 20th October 7 – 8pm via Zoom   
 
Presenting:    
Helen Jackson-Brench – WBC Area SENCO  
 
From SEND Voices Wokingham (SVW):  
Terri Walsh   
 
Parent carers attending: 17 
 
Meeting was opened with welcomes  
 
Introduction from SEND Voices Wokingham, the independent Parent Carer Forum for 
Wokingham Borough SVW work with the local authority, education settings, health providers 
and other providers to make sure that the services they commission, plan and deliver meet the 
needs of SEND children and families in the area. 
 
Helen Jackson-Brench shared a presentation on the new Ordinarily Available Provision 
(OAP) Guide  
See slides for more detailed information.  

 
 

Ordinarily Available Provision Guide is available here: 
 https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-
youngpeople/send-local-offer/help-learning/ordinarily-
availableprovision  
 
More general SEND Information for parent carers is 
available on the SEND Local Offer: 
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children 
 

 

 

 
 

Questions & Answers from the session: 
 
Q - Is the OAP being rolled out to TA’s? 
A - Yes – SENCO’s have been asked to roll-it out to all staff in their school including teaching 
staff, TA’s and also other school staff such as reception and lunchtime staff.  
 
 
Q - What is the timeframe for roll-out to all staff? 
A - Schools have been asked to roll it out during the Autumn term 
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Q - Is there any additional funding to support this? 
A - No.  OAP should be provided through a schools SEND budget (all schools have this). Schools 
should be reassured; the Ordinarily Available Provision is not complicated and most of the 
strategies are easy to implement and are either no or very low cost. Where there is a cost, what 
is being asked for from schools is reasonable e.g. an intervention programme 3 x per week for 20 
mins rather than extensive 1:1 support. Schools will already be implementing lots of the 
strategies and many schools already doing this and more for their pupils.   
 
 

Q - Is this just for primary schools? 
A - No – it is for primary and secondary schools, which will include sixth forms in schools.  
Although this is for statutory age children and young people, it is expected that colleges would 
also follow similar guidelines. 
 
 

Q - What happens if your school does not follow the OAP guidance and make reasonable 
adjustments? 
A - Try and have an open dialogue with your school SENCO.  If this is not successful escalate to 
head of year/head teacher. If you are not happy about its implementation your school will have a 
complaints process you can follow. 
 

You can also use SENDIASS to help you with issues around SEND Support in school: 
https://www.sendiasswokingham.org.uk/   
 

SENDIASS hold drop-in sessions every 2 weeks at Wokingham Youth Centre, 35 Reading Road, 
Wokingham RG41 1EG.  No booking required, you can just turn up for a 20-minute meeting with 
a SENDIASS advisor.  All drop-in dates are on the SENDIASS website here: 
https://www.sendiasswokingham.org.uk/useful-information/drop-dates 
 
 

Q - How are you sure it will go out to the teachers as they are the ones that needs to 
implement it? 
A - The OAP guidance has been shared with SENCOs and headteachers and some have already 
shared wider within their school.  We will continue to talk to school about this and I will support 
schools to ensure it is implemented.  I will be following up with individual schools when more 
support is required to implement the OAP. A lot of what is in the guidance is what is considered 
to be good teaching and learning and schools will be familiar with much of it. School leaders in 
other posts such as teaching and learning leads or curriculum leads will already be working on 
many of the strategies.  
 
 

Q - What are your top tips for parents and carers on how to work with schools? 
A – Work with your school as much as possible. Have open and honest conversations with them, 
preferably face-to-face.  Request a meeting with the SENCO and use the document as a 
framework for discussion (acknowledging that it is not a tick list).  
 
Positive Feedback - Parents fed back that this is a great document which set out the OAP and 
reasonable adjustments really clearly.  It is extremely helpful especially when small 
adjustments can make such a huge difference for their children.  Parents are really grateful this 
work is being done. 
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